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Internet in Vietnam

The frame

Internet in Vietnam was accessible from December 1997. The state organism called VDC (Vietnam Data Communication) is attached to the ministry of culture and information and provides gateway to the internet for the ISP (internet service providers). The 4 actual ISPs in Vietnam are: FPT (The Corporation for  Financing and Promoting Technology), NETNAM, SAIGONNET, and VDC itself ! (domain name *.vnn.vn).

Their respective websites can be found on the link section of http://www.vietnamhost.com
Some figures

To illustrate the newness of internet in Vietnam- 75 milion people-, VDC counts with 25'000 to 30'000 people -less than 1 for 2000- connected to the net. Roughly half of them are foreign companies and individuals.

On the corporate side, this figure leaps to 20-25% of companies connected with just 1 out of 8 of these companies receptive to the concept of webdomain and international advertisement through internet, according to a recent article in Vietnam Economic Times.

Internet: the affordable door to international business…

"Homepages are cheap and easy way to access foreign markets, but few local enterprises are keyed in" writes Nguyen Tri Manh of Vietnam Economic times. Thus, it is obvious that the main activity of a web design company in Vietnam will be first training, explanations and providing evidences of advantages to enter the net. Not so easy, believe us.

…with so-called security

VDC grants gateway to Internet with a national firewall based in Hanoi. This generally slows down the conventional "surfing on the net", very well known under western latitudes. The very few advanced websurfers based in Vietnam will be astonished not to be able to use high-tech applications of internet such as chatting or video-conferencing: the firewall close the access to the corresponding ports.

Some doubts about the efficiency of the measure: the purpose of this firewall is to prevent access to websites with banned content, hear pornographic and political web pages. Note that these pages could be received as well re-routed through other internet addresses.

The key of the millenium

Much foreign entities has shown so little knowledge about the real, actual situation in Vietnam. According to what we strongly believe, the key-point will be spreading information from Vietnam for the international community. And with international phone charges as high as 4 USD per minute, internet will certainly play a major role for this matter. 
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